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DETAILED ACTION 

In the Response to Election of Species date January 11, 2006, the Applicants 
elected Species I, drawn to Figs. 6-9 for examination. The Applicants believe claims 1- 
8, 14-26, 32, and 34 are readable on the elected species. The Examiner agrees with 
this election. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1. Claims 1,19, 32, and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Suito et al. (US Pat. No. 6,937,658). 

2. Consider claim 1 . Suito et al. teaches a video data recording apparatus 
comprising: a detection unit operable to detect a change in an attribute of input video 
data (col. 8, lines 31-36); a recording unit operable to record the video data to a 
recording medium (col. 6, lines 36-39; fig. 1); a generating unit operable to generate 
playback control information which shows a position in the video data at which the 
change in the attribute was detected (col. 18, lines 16-23); and a control unit operable to 
control the recording unit so that the recording unit records the playback control 
information to the recording medium (col. 18, lines 8-15). 
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3. Consider claims 32 and 34. Suito et al. teaches a program recording medium 
having recorded thereon a program executable by a computer in a video data recording 
apparatus for recording video data to a video recording medium (col. 18, lines 30-35), 
and being readable by a video data recording apparatus which has a detection unit for 
detecting a change in an attribute of input video data (col. 8, lines 31-36), and a 
recording unit for recording video data to the video recording medium (col. 6, lines 36- 
39; fig. 1), the program including: a generating program segment for generating 
playback control information which shows a position in the video data at which the 
change in the attribute was detected (col. 18, lines 16-23); and a control program 
segment for controlling the recording unit so that the recording unit records the playback 
control information to the recording medium (col. 18, lines 8-15). 

4. Method claim 19 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in the 
corresponding apparatus claim above. 

5. Claims 1 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Masanari et al. (JP 2000-069414). 

6. Consider claim 1 . Masanari et al. teaches a video data recording apparatus 
comprising: a detection unit operable to detect a change in an attribute of input video 
data (pg. 2, para. 0014); a recording unit operable to record the video data to a 
recording medium (pg. 3, para. 0019, 0022); a generating unit operable to generate 
playback control information which shows a position in the video data at which the 
change in the attribute was detected (pg. 5, para. 0039); and a control unit operable to 
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control the recording unit so that the recording unit records the playback control 
information to the recording medium (pg. 7, para. 0059; pg. 7, para. 0061). 

7. Method claim 19 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed in the 
corresponding apparatus claim above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 2, 3, 7, 14,15, 20, 21, and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Suito et al. (US Pat. No. 6,937,658) in view of Ryan (US Pat. 
No. 5,574,787). 

1 0. Consider claim 2. Suito et al. teaches a detection unit that detects a change in 
the attribute of the input video data from a first attribute to a second attribute and from 
the second attribute to the first attribute (fig. 11); and the first attribute and the second 
attribute are defined as one of (a) the first attribute being one of (i) stereo, (ii) monaural, 
and (iii) multiplex audio data, and the second attribute being one of (i), (ii), and (iii) and 
being different to the first attribute (col. 9, line 66 - col. 10, line 6). Suito et al. does not 
disclose the first attribute permitting copying video data to which a copy protect signal is 
attached, and the second attribute prohibiting copying of video data to which a copy 
protect signal is attached. 
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However, Ryan teaches that the first attribute permitting copying video data to 
which a copy protect signal is attached, and the second attribute prohibiting copying of 
video data to which a copy protect signal is attached (col. 8., lines 28-34). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to use, within the information processing apparatus 
capable of accurately detecting commercials by audio data of Suito et al., a video 
recorder or playback device that permits or prohibits copying of video data, as taught by 
Ryan, in order to provide a video data recording apparatus which detects a change in 
an attribute of a signal input with video data. 

1 1 . Consider claims 3 and 7. Suito et al. teaches the playback control information 
indicates to a video data playback apparatus a playback start point and a playback end 
point of the video data; and the generating unit generates the playback control 
information so that the detection position of the change in the attribute from the first 
attribute to the second attribute is the playback end point (col. 18, lines 8-23). 

12. Consider claims 14 and 15. Suito and Ryan disclose all of the claimed limitations 
as stated above in claim 2, except a recording medium for recording video data. 

However, Suito et al. also teaches a recording medium that is a rewritable optical 
disc (col. 6, lines 36-39) for recording video data. 

13. Method claims 20, 21 , and 25 are rejected for the same reasons as discussed in 
the corresponding apparatus claims above. 
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14. Claims 8 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Suito et al. (US Pat. No. 6,937,658) in view of Ryan (US Pat. No. 5,574,787) in further 
view of Iggulden et al. (US Pat. No. 5,692,093). 

1 5. Consider claim 8. Suito et al. and Ryan disclose all of the claimed limitations as 
stated above, except that the second information further includes text data which shows 
that the change in the attribute at the detection positions shown in the second data is 
from the first attribute to the second attribute, or is from the second attribute to the first 
attribute. 

However, Iggulden et al. teaches that the second information further includes text 
data which shows that the change in the attribute at the detection positions shown in the 
second data is from the first attribute to the second attribute, or is from the second 
attribute to the first attribute (col. 7, line 61 - col. 8, line 20). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to use, within the information processing apparatus 
capable of accurately detecting commercials by audio data of Suito et al. and Ryan, a 
time code to provide a position marker that can identify the beginning or ending of a 
recoded program segment, as taught by Iggulden et al., in order to provide a video data 
recording apparatus which detects a change in an attribute of a signal input with video 
data. 

16. Method claim 26 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in the 
corresponding apparatus claim above. 



Application/Control Number: 09/891 ,174 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2616 

17. Claims 16 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Suito et al. (US Pat. No. 6,937,658) in view of Ryan (US Pat. No. 5,574,787) in 
further view of Masanari et al. (JP 2000-069414). 

18. Consider claim 16. Ryan discloses all of the claimed limitations as stated in claim 
15, except that the playback control information indicates to a video data playback 
apparatus a playback start point and a playback end point of the video data; and the 
playback start point shows one of (a) the head of the video data, and (b) a position in 
the video data at which the attribute changes from the second attribute to the first 
attribute, and the playback end point shows a position in the video data where the 
attribute changes from the first attribute to the second attribute. 

However, Masanari et al. teaches that the playback control information indicates 
to a video data playback apparatus a playback start point and a playback end point of 
the video data (pg. 7, para. 0061); and the control unit controls the reading unit so that 
the reading unit reads from the playback start point to the playback end point of the 
video data (pg. 7, para. 0061). Masanari et al. also teaches that the playback start point 
shows one of (a) the head of the video data (pg. 7, para. 0061). Suito et al. teaches that 
the playback start point shows (b) a position in the video data at which the attribute 
changes from the second attribute to the first attribute, and the playback end point 
shows a position in the video data where the attribute changes from the first attribute to 
the second attribute (col. 9, line 66 - col. 10, line 6; fig. 1 1); 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to use, within the information processing apparatus 
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capable of accurately detecting commercials by audio data of Suito et al. and Ryan, a 
commercial message detector, as taught by Masanari et al., in order to provide a a 
video data recording apparatus which detects a change in an attribute of a signal input 
with video data. 

19. Consider claim 17. Ryan discloses all of the claimed limitations as stated in claim 
16, except that the playback control information includes first information indicating to 
the video data player the playback start point and the playback end point of the video 
data, and second information showing the position at which the change in the attribute 
occurs. 

However, Suito et al. teaches that the playback control information includes first 
information indicating to the video data player the playback start point and the playback 
end point of the video data, and second information showing the position at which the 
change in attribute occurs; and the control unit controls the reading unit so that the 
reading unit reads the video data from the playback start point to the position at which 
the change in attribute occurs shown in the second information (col. 18, lines 8-23). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to use, within the information processing apparatus 
capable of accurately detecting commercials by audio data of Suito et al. and Ryan, a 
commercial message detector, as taught by Masanari et al., in order to provide a a 
video data recording apparatus which detects a change in an attribute of a signal input 
with video data. 
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20. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Suito et 
al. (US Pat. No. 6,937,658) in view of Ryan (US Pat. No. 5,574,787) in view of Masanari 
et al. (JP 2000-069414) in further view of Iggulden et al (US Pat. No. 5,692,093). 

21 . Consider claim 1 8. Suito et al., Ryan, and Masanari et al. disclose all of the 
claimed limitations as stated in claim 17, except that the second information further 
includes text data which shows that the change in the attribute at the detection positions 
shown in the second data is from the first attribute to the second attribute, or is from the 
second attribute to the first attribute. 

However, Iggulden et al. teaches that the second information further includes text 
data which shows that the change in the attribute at the detection positions shown in the 
second data is from the first attribute to the second attribute, or is from the second 
attribute to the first attribute (col. 7, line 61 - col. 8, line 20). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to use, within the information processing apparatus 
capable of accurately detecting commercials by audio data of Suito et al., Ryan, and 
Masanari, a time code to provide a position marker that can identify the beginning or 
ending of a recoded program segment, as taught by Iggulden et al., in order to provide a 
video data recording apparatus which detects a change in an attribute of a signal input 
with video data. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

22. Claims 4-6 and 22-24 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. US Pat. No. 6,208,800 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mishawn N. Dunn whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7635. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on 571-272-7950. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Mishawn Dunn 
January 19, 2006 
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